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vocations, is acquired by learning. It is intended
that henceforth education shall be so diffused that
there may not be a villagewith an ignorant family,
or a family with an ignorant member/' Many
nations have had a system of education on paper,
but perhaps none ever achieved its purpose more
rapidly. Within our lifetime Japan has become
a nation of readers, until to-day the statistics
of the War Office show that there is only one
in fifty of the young men who does not under-
stand the first principles of the " three K's/7

China withstood the introduction of Western
education longer than did India or Japan.
This ancient nation had an unbroken history
of four thousand years, with a vast national
literature and a system of government con-
ducted by her ablest scholars, who had been
chosen for more than twelve centuries by an
elaborate method of competitive examinations.
China stood as the " Middle Kingdom," sufficient
and self-centred, segregated from the rest of
the " barbarian " world. Her attitude toward
foreign teaching was summed up in the well-
known saying: " What Confucius teaches is
true; what is contrary to his teaching is false ;
what he does not teach is unnecessary/' China
formerly had no government schools, only a
vast system of competitive examinations.
After undergoing the first ordeal at his own